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Music Knowledge and Skills Progression St John Fisher 

Year Group Autumn Knowledge/ Skills Spring Knowledge/ Skills Summer Knowledge/ Skills 

Reception  
ELG 

 

Being imaginative  

 Early Learning Goal: Children talk about their own ideas and processes which have led them to make music.  They can talk about 
the features of their own and others work (compositions), recognising the differences between them and the strengths of 
others. 

Year 1 

 
Hey You (Autumn A) 
Knowledge& Experience: 
Style: Old School Hip Hop 
Key: C 
Note Range: C 
Melody Easy Note Range: C,G 
Note Values: Crotchets  
Composition: C, D   
 
Rhythm in the way we walk -The 
Banana Rap (Autumn B) 
Knowledge & Experience:  

In the Groove (Spring A) 
Knowledge& Experience: 
Style: Blues, Latin, Folk, Funk, Baroque, 
Bhangra 
Key: C 
Note Range: C, D 
Melody Note Range: C,G,A,C 
Note Values: Crotchets  
Composition: C, D 
 
Round and Round (Spring B) 
Knowledge & Experience: 

Your imagination (Summer A) 
Knowledge& Experience: 
Style: Film, Pop, Musicals 
Key: C 
Note Range: G 
Melody Note Range: E, G, A 
Note Values: Semibreves  
Composition: C, D 
 
Reflect, Rewind, Replay (Summer B) 
Knowledge & Experience: 
Style: Western Classical Music 

The national curriculum for Music aims to ensure that 
all pupils: 

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate 

music across a range of historical periods, 

genres, styles and traditions, including the 

works of the great composers and 

musicians  

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to 

create and compose music on their own and 

with others, have the opportunity to learn a 

musical instrument, use technology 

appropriately and have the opportunity to 

progress to the next level of musical 

excellence  

 understand and explore how music is 

created, produced and communicated, 

including through the inter-related 

dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, 

tempo, timbre, texture, structure and 

appropriate musical notations 

Key Stage 1 - Pupils should be taught to: 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants 

and rhymes  

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and 

recorded music  

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related 

dimensions of music. 

Key Stage 2 -  Pupils should be taught to: 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and 

playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-

related dimensions of music 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural 

memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations  

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded 

music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 

musicians  

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 
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Style: Reggae 
Key: C 
Note Range: S&P Unit 
Melody Easy Note Range: S&P Unit 
Note Values: S&P Unit 
Composition: S&P Unit 

Style: Latin Bossa Nova, Film music, Big Band 
Jazz, Mashup, Latin fusion 
Key: D minor  
Note Range: C,D, F 
Melody Note Range: D,E, F, G, A, B 
Note Values: Semibreves  
Composition: N/A 

Consolidation and Revision  
 

Year 1 Skills – Ongoing throughout each unit.  
Appraising  
To respond to different moods in music  
To say how a piece of music makes them feel  
To say whether they like or dislike a piece of music and begin to say why.  
To choose sounds to represent different things 
To recognise repeated patterns  
To follow instructions about when to play or sing 
Composing (including notation)  
To make different sounds with their voice  
To make different sounds with instruments  
To identify changes in sounds  
To change the sound  
To repeat (short rhythmic and melodic) patterns  To make a sequence of sounds  
To show sounds by using pictures 
Performing   
To use their voices to speak/sing/chant  
To join in with singing   
To use instruments to perform  
To look at their audience when they are performing  
To clap short rhythmic patterns  
To copy sounds and begin to improvise responses. 

Year 2  

 
Hands, Feet, Heart (Autumn A) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
Style: South African styles 
Key: C 
Note Range: C, D, F 
Melody Note Range: F, G, A, B, C 

I wanna play in a band (Spring A) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
Style: Rock 
Key: F 
Note Range: C, D 
Melody Note Range: C, D, F 

Friendship Song (Summer A) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
Key: C 
Note Range: C, D 
Melody –Note Range: C,G,A,C 
Note Values: Crotchets  
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Note Values: Crotchets 
Composition: C, D 
 
Ho, Ho, Ho. (Autumn B) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
Style: Christmas, Big Band, Motown, 
Elvis, Freedom Songs 
Key: C 
Note Range: C, D 
Melody Note Range: C,G,A,C 
Note Values: Crotchets  
Composition: C, D 

Note Values: Minims 
Composition: E, D 
 
Zoo Time (Spring B) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
Style: Reggae 
Key: C 
Note Range: C, D 
Melody Note Range: C, D 
Note Values: Crotchets  
Composition: C, D 
 

Composition – C, D 
 
Reflect, Rewind, Replay (Summer B) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
Style: Western Classical Music 
Consolidation and Revision  
 

 Appraising  
To improve their own work  
To listen out for particular things when listening to music 
Composing (including notation)  
To order sounds to create a beginning, middle and end   
To choose sounds which create an effect   
To use symbols to represent sounds  
To make connections between notations and musical sounds 
Performing 
To sing and follow the melody  
To sing accurately at a given pitch  
To perform simple patterns and accompaniments keeping a steady pulse 
To perform with others  
To play simple rhythmic patterns on an instrument 
To sing/ clap a pulse increasing or decreasing in tempo 
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Year 3 Let Your Spirit Fly (Autumn A) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
Style: R&B, Western Classical, Musicals, 
Motown, Soul 
Key: C 
Note Range: CFC 
Melody Note Range: N/A 
Note Values: Semibreves and rests 
Composition: N/A 
 
Three Little Birds (Autumn B) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
Style: Reggae 
Key: G 
Note Range: G 
Melody Note Range: G, A,B, C, D, E, F 
Note Values: Crotchets and rests 
Composition: G, A 

Recorder Tuition Spring (A and B) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
To know how to hold a recorder correctly. 
To know how to tongue each note clearly. 
To recognise a time signature, bar lines, 
treble clef and note B. 

 

Vocal Tuition (Summer A and B) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
 

Appraising  
To improve their work explaining how it has improved  
To use musical words (the elements of music) to describe a piece of music and compositions To use musical words to describe what they 
like and dislike 
To recognise the work of at least one famous composer 
Composing (including notation) 
To use different elements in their composition 
To create repeated patterns with different instruments  
To compose melodies and songs  
To create accompaniments for tunes  
Performing 
To sing in tune with expression  
To control their voice when singing  
To play clear notes on instruments 
Recorder Specific: 

- To hold the recorder with the left hand on top. 

- To make a clear sound and tongue each note 
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- To draw a treble clef with support. 

- To play B 

- To copy back a rhythm on a note 

- To play my part in a duet. 

Year 4  
 

Violin Tuition (All Terms) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
Style: Various 
To name the strings. 
To know how to sit correctly and hold the violin in the correct way. 
To know how to hold the bow. 
To read crotchets, quavers, minims and crotchet rests. 

Appraising  
To start to identify the character of a piece of music  
To discuss and describe the different purposes of music  
To being to identify the style of work of three or more famous composers 
Composing (including notation) 
To use notations to record and interpret sequences of pitches  
To use standard notation 
To use notations to record compositions in a small group or on their own 
To use their notation in a performance 
To improvise using repeated patterns. 
 Performing (Violin/singing) 
To perform a simple part rhythmically. 
To sing songs from memory with accurate pitch.  
To copy rhythmic patterns and keep in time. 
To sing unison songs with others, keeping in time. 
To follow direction when starting and stopping. 
To read and play rhythm patterns containing walk (crotchets), Jogging (quavers), stroll (minims) and Shh (crotchet rest) 
To keep a straight bowing action. 

Year 5  
 

Livin’ on a Prayer (Autumn A) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
Style: Rock 
Key: G 
Note Range: G, A, B 
Melody Note Range: D,E,F ,G, A,B,C 

Vocal Tuition (Spring A and B) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
To know the difference between singing 
with and without expression. 
To know how to stand when singing. 
To know how to breathe when singing. 

‘Dancing in the Street’ (Summer A) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
Style: Motown 
Key: F 
Note Range: F G 
Melody Note Range: S&P Unit   
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Note Values: Minims 
Composition: D,E or G,A 
 
Recorder Tuition (Autumn B) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
*For 2019-20 these are very similar to Y3, 
as this is the first year that recorders are 
being introduced to Y5.  
To know how to hold a recorder correctly. 
To know how to tongue each note clearly. 
To recognise a treble clef and note B. 
 

To experience singing in as a large group 
and a smaller group with its own part. 

Note Values: Quavers, Crotchets Rests 
Composition: F G A 
 
Recorder Tuition (Summer B) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
*For 2019-20 these are very similar to Y3, 
as this is the first year that recorders are 
being introduced to Y5.  
To recognise a time signature, bar lines, 
treble clef and notes B and A. 
To cover finger holes correctly to make a 
good sound.  
To read crotchets, quavers, minims and 
crotchet rests. 
 

Appraising  
To describe, compare and evaluate music using musical vocabulary 
To suggest improvements to their own or others' work 
To choose the most appropriate tempo for a piece of music 
To contrast the work of famous composers and show preferences  
Composing (including notation) 
To change sounds or organise them differently to change the effect  
To compose music which meets specific criteria  
To choose the most appropriate tempos for a piece of music 
Performing  
To breathe in the correct place when singing 
To sing and use their understanding of meaning to add expression 
To maintain their part whilst others are performing their part  
To perform 'by ear' and from simple notations  
To recognise and use basic structural forms e.g. rounds, variations. 
Recorder Specific (See ‘*’ in ‘knowledge and experience) 

- To hold the recorder with the left hand on top. 

- To make a clear sound and tongue each note 

- To draw a treble clef with support. 

- To play B and A. 
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- To copy back a rhythm on a note 

- To play my part in a duet 

- To follow direction when starting and stopping. 

- To read and play rhythm patterns containing walk (crotchets), Jogging (quavers), stroll (minims), semibreves and Shh (crotchet 

rest) 

Year 6 Vocal Tuition (Autumn A and B) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
Style: Various 
To know the difference between singing 
with and without expression. 
To know how to stand when singing. 
To know how to breathe when singing. 
To experience singing in as a large 
group, a small group, and following your 
own part. 
 

Happy (Spring A) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
Style: Pop/Motown 
Key: C Major 
Note Range: G, A 
Melody Note Range: E, D, C, B, A, G, E 
Note Values: Minims and rests 
Composition: A, G 
 
Music and Identity (Spring B) 
Knowledge & Experience:  
Style: Woman in the music industry 
Key:  
Note Range:  
Melody Note Range: 
Note Values:  
Composition: 

Recorder Tuition (Summae A and B) 
*For 2019-20 these are the same as Y5, as 
this is the first year that recorders are being 
introduced to Y6.  
Knowledge & Experience:  
To know how to hold a recorder correctly. 
To know how to tongue each note clearly. 
To recognise a time signature, bar lines, treble 
clef and notes B and A. 
To cover finger holes correctly to make a good 
sound.  
To read crotchets, quavers, minims and 
crotchet rests. 
 

Appraising  
To be able to refine and improve their work  
To be able to evaluate how the venue, occasion and purpose affects the way a piece of music is created  
To be able to analyse features within different pieces of music 
Composing (including notation)  
To be able to use a variety of different musical devices in their composition (including melody and rhythms) 
To recognise that different forms of notation serve different purposes 
To use different forms of notation  
To be able to combine groups of beats 
Performing 
To sing a harmony part with increasing confidence and accuracy 
To perform parts from memory  
To perform using notations  
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To take the lead in a performance 
To provide rhythmic support 
Recorder Specific: (See ‘*’ in ‘knowledge and experience) 

- To hold the recorder with the left hand on top. 

- To make a clear sound and tongue each note 

- To draw a treble clef with support. 

- To play B and A 

- To copy back a rhythm on a note 

- To play my part in a duet. 

- To follow direction when starting and stopping. 

- To read and play rhythm patterns containing walk (crotchets), Jogging (quavers), stroll (minims), semibreves and Shh (crotchet 

rest) 

 
 

 

 

 

  


