Mathematics Policy
St John Fisher: Curriculum Rationale
Our vision and curriculum at St John Fisher strives to create a school community where children and
adults reach their full potential and Shine.
Our curriculum is broad, creative and carefully planned so that progress can be made by all groups
of children across the whole curriculum. Our children will know and remember more leading to
greater comprehension and understanding of increasingly complex concepts.
We are committed to encouraging and developing creativity as well as academic mastery seeing
both as essential for our children.
We will equip our children with skills for academic and social skills and intelligence ensuring they are
ready for the next stage of the learning and life.

St John Fisher: Mathematics Rational
At St John Fisher a ‘mastery’ approach to maths has been adapted and implemented to meet the
individual needs of our children. We use the Power Maths Scheme of Work to ensure that our maths
is broken down into small, progressive steps that are built upon daily. We feel it is essential that our
children experience maths in a variety of situations and that they understand concepts using the
concrete, pictorial and abstract model.

Engagement

• Engage with the wider world- ask questions and being curious
• Are active learners invested in their own progress and development
• Develop the ability to reason and problem solve in real life situations

High Expectations

• Are effective and confident communicators
• Are independent thinkers and learners
• Confident and fluent when reasoning and problem solving in a variety of contexts

Respect

• Respect for all, regardless of race, colour, culture or choices
• Appreciate that there are different methods to solve problems and that not all people will
use the same method

Dignity

• Have and feel a sense of belonging and self-worth
• Have positive attitudes towards themselves and others, valuing and contributing to a diverse
society
• Are self aware and can self regulate for positive emotional wellbeing and mental health

How we will achieve this: Implementation
Key Theme

Reading,
Communication
and Vocabulary

Knowledge, Skills
and Challenge

Teaching,
Assessment and
Feedback

Attitudes to
Learning and
Opportunities

Strategies

Rationale
We have a progression document for vocabulary in
Maths that is clearly mapped out across the year
groups (see Maths page on the website). Power
Maths ensures that vocabulary is built into each
lesson and taught explicitly. The reflect element of
the lesson ensures that children communicate
effectively and explain their methods in detail.

Vocabulary Mat
Planned paired and shared talk
Feedback encourages justification of opinionswritten and verbal
Power Maths

Strengthening Activities
Deepening Activities
Challenge Activities
Fluency
Problem Solving
Reasoning
Reflect – children justify and explain the method
they have used
Power Maths
Quality first teaching
Self/ peer assessment
Feedback –verbal, immediate, next steps
Pre teach
Interventions
Moderation

Knowledge and skills are carefully and progressively
planned throughout each unit and are broken down
into small steps that form individual lessons. We have
challenge in all areas for all groups of children,
encouraging them to have high expectations of
themselves. Further challenges are provided for the
greater depth Mathematicians through the Power
Maths Deepening Activities.
We teach using a variety of strategies which is
underpinned our 4 strands of Teaching and LearningHigh Expectations, Engagement, Feedback and
Independence.
We use assessment continuously to plan and
intervene and give live feedback as well as written.
We are committed to building positive attitudes to
learning, resilience and have developed and
embedded a Learning Power approach.
We reinforce positive behaviours through PHSCE,
SRE, our Code of Conduct and classroom
management techniques.

Learning Powers
Code of Conduct
Enrichment – yearly plan
Extra-curricular programme
Awards
Home- School projects
Positive behaviour management

Vision for our children: Impact

Children
who
are:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Confident
Articulate
Resilient
Independent
Curious
Well-rounded
Respectful to themselves and others
Ready for their next stage
Fluent in calculations
Compedent when answering questions involving
the four operations
• Recall timestables facts fluently

Children
who
can:

Children
who
have:

• Question
• Stand up for their own beliefs and the right for
others to do the same
• Believe in themselves
• Communicate effectively with others in a variety of
ways and situations
• Be active citizens who care about change
• Make a difference
• Apply their learning to reason about Maths
• Problem solve confidenty using a variety of
methods
• Use Mathematical vocabulary to justify and expalin
their methods

• A thirst for knowledge and a love of learning
• Solid foundations of basic knowledge which can be
built upon and applied to new concepts
• Self awareness and self regulation
• Solid grasp of times tables and can apply this to real
life problems
• Ability to reason and explain how they have solved
problems

Monitoring

EYFS
•Number
•Shape and Space

Times Tables
Check
•Y2
•Y3
•Y4
•Y5 Intervention

Teachers
assess- send
data to Maths
Lead (ML)

ML half-termly
staff meetings monitoring and
progress

ML monitor
over next term

Maths lead
analyse - areas
to celebrate and
develop

ML feedback to
staff and SLT

Fluency

Reasoning

Problem Solving

•Efficiency
•Accuracy
•Flexibility

•Describe
•Explain
•Convince
•Justify
•Prove

•Seeking solutions
•Exploring patterns
•formulating ideas

Monitoring
Learning Walks
Staff meetings
Moderation
Pupil interviews
Book looks
Data analysis
Teacher/ lead
meetings

